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	Grade 4
Unit Overview
The Arc of the Story: Writing Realistic Fiction

	Focus Teaching Points
	· Generating fictional story ideas from small moments in our lives
· Considering stories that we wish existed to spark ideas
· Developing believable characters

· Identifying characters’ struggles and motivations 
· Plotting with a story arc
· Showing, not just telling when writing scenes
· Developing the heart of the story
· Studying published texts to write leads
· Grounding action and dialogue in the setting
· Writing powerful endings
· Rereading with a lens for revision
· Developing your own “writer’s workspace”

· Studying how mentor authors use actions and revealing details to “Show, Not Tell” in developing characters
· Editing as you go

· Publishing short story anthologies

· Planning and drafting new independent fiction projects

· Reflecting on fiction reading in the process of fiction writing 
· Finding inspiration for writing by studying other art forms

· Choosing punctuation for effect

· Reflecting on writing accomplishments and setting new goals

	Key CCSS Standards
	Writing Standards (W)
· 3, 3a-d, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 10
Language Standards (L)
· 1,1a-I, 2, 2a-g, 3, 3a-b, 4, 4a-d, 5, 5a-c, 6

	Bends in the Road
	· Creating and developing stories and characters that feel real
· Drafting and revising with an eye toward believability
· Preparing for publication with an audience in mind
· Embarking on independent fiction projects

	Recommended Professional Resource(s) to Guide Instruction
	· The Arc of Story, Writing Realistic Fiction from the Units of Study in Opinion, Information, and Narrative Writing by Lucy Calkins and M. Colleen Cruz from the Units of Study in Opinion, Information and Narrative Writing (2013)
· Online resources at Heinemann.com. 



	Recommended Anchor/Mentor Texts
	· Your own writing
· Students’ writing (see samples on Heinemann.com for this unit)

· Billy Goats Gruff (see full text on Heinemann.com within this unit)

· Additional text recommendations found under “Good Text Sources for Fictional Writing Mentors” at Heineman.com and under “Mentor Texts” for this unit on the PPS Literacy Coach page. 

	Tips for the Unit
	“This is the genre children want worst to write, but it also the genre they write the worst.” –Calkins (The Arc of Story, page vi)
· For anyone who has immersed their students in fiction writing, you will understand the above quote—children love to write fiction, but they struggle with it, just as we struggle to teach it well.  That’s why we encourage you to read the overview (pages vi-x) that addresses the “predictable problems, detours, side tracks, and dead ends” and will set you on a path that will work.  We also encourage you to closely follow the sequence of sessions, at least if it’s your first time, so that you can get to know this unit as it is intended.  

· This unit builds on the work students have done in personal narrative writing so far this year, using structures such as the story arc to support students as they enter this genre.  Students’ simultaneous reading work on character will also support their work in this unit in developing believable characters. 
· Use your students’ narrative writing as a baseline for this unit, or conduct the on-demand realistic fiction prompt if you would like to see what children do independently when writing realistic fiction.  Both will provide you with important information to inform your instruction. 
· Try to stick closely with the process you’ve already established for using the writer’s notebook as the “try it out” place, to generate and try out ideas, including small moments with characters, before moving into drafting.  This predictability of structure is key to building independence in Writing Workshop.
· Children should still write in stapled pages within booklets when drafting unless they already have a well-developed sense of paragraphing.  These pages serve as a central graphic organizer for Writing Workshop and will help keep children organized as they revise.  The separate pages of booklets will also help to teach, conceptually, how to organize thinking into separate paragraphs.   If you opt to have children draft on a computer, you will still want them to generate ideas in a notebook and plot out the story arc first before drafting. 
· If you are running short on time, aim to complete at least Bends I-III, inserting in some of the teaching points from sessions in Bend IV before the culminating celebration suggested at the end of Bend III.  
· Finally, an important change in this unit compared to previous versions: the authors of this revised unit decided to shift from the language of “story mountain” to story arc.  See the excerpt below for an explanation—one that helps make this unit manageable rather than unwieldy!
“In this unit, we decided to streamline things a bit and revert to the time-honored tool that fiction writers frequently refer to: the story arc.  This decision was made partly because we saw so many ambitious children, perhaps inspired by the term mountain, create plans for stories that had far too many scenes to reasonably called a short story.  However, we still felt it was important for students to use a planning strategy that made clear the rising and falling action of a good story.  In this version of the unit we focus on story arc, showing students how stories with two to three strong scenes can successfully show a character, plot, and even setting change over the course of the story. The arc we create in the planning stages becomes a touchstone that students will refer to again and again throughout the unit.”


	Materials and Resources
	Each student: 

· Writer’s Notebook (preferably hard bound composition book that students personalize) divided into sections, such as: Writing Ideas (e.g. lists for generating seed ideas); Try Its (for minilesson exercises), Writing (this section can be labeled by genre or unit to house all entries students write in a particular unit and from which students can select ideas to draft longer outside of the notebook)

· Writing folder for drafts and any reference materials (e.g. high frequency words)

Teacher:

· Writer’s Notebook for modeling

· Teacher-generated writing for modeling
· Anchor charts, co-constructed with students, that support brainstorming, generating seed ideas, revision and editing strategies

	Assessment
	· Realistic Fiction On-Demand Pre-Assessment
· Narrative Writing Learning Progressions, Rubrics, Checklists at http://ppsgrade4.weebly.com/narrative.html

	Celebrations
	· The unit offers suggestions for a mid-unit celebration at the end of Bend III.  Here children publish a class anthology of short stories and then provide feedback in the roles of literary critics, using a “Critics Agree” page for commentary. See the specific suggestions on pages 143-148 and the resources on Heinemann.com.  
· If your students participate in Bend IV, Independent Fiction Projects, you will find that the celebration described in Session 21 is an important opportunity for reflection and goal-setting rather than a celebration of finalized work.  This session provides students with an opportunity to take stock of where they are with their independent projects and as fiction writers and make plans for next steps.  See pages 186-188 for details. 



