Nonfiction Text

Small Questions
	Name It
	Asking a question about a detail on a particular page, either in the text or the illustration.


	Why Do It?
	Asking different “sizes” of questions leads to different types of thinking about your book.  Small questions help you look at and wonder about information you might not have considered.


	Model It
	I wonder what a bee sees with her compound eyes?  It says that each eye is made up of many lenses.  But does that mean the bees see different things in one eyeball?  On the one hand, that could be helpful for seeing flowers.  But wouldn’t it also get confusing?  Maybe her eyes do see one thing at a time like we do but the different lenses do something else, like let in different amounts of light . . .
Ask students to say why your wonder question is an example of a small question.


	Try It
	Turn and talk:  Have students tell a partner why it can be good to sometimes ask small questions, followed by a brief, whole-class share.
Strategy entry: In the strategy section of their reader’s notebook, students write “Small Questions” at the top of the page.  Direct students to a particular page in their shared text, and, if needed, read aloud as students follow along.  Have students talk in pairs or small groups, and see whether they can come up with one or two small questions they could ask from those pages.  After a few minutes, ask for several suggestions and write those small questions on the board.  Direct students back to their reader’s notebooks to write a strategy entry in which they ask at least one small question.  Students can choose either a question they talked about or one from the list on the board.


	Share It
	In pairs or small groups, students share what they wrote.  Then two students, previously chosen, read their entries in a whole-class share.


Sample lesson from Readers Writing:  Lessons for Responding to Narrative and Informational Text, Elizabeth Hale, 2014, p. 78
