Nonfiction Text

Similar and Different
	Name It
	Writing about differences as well as similarities when making any kind of connection.
Sentence stems: One way they are different, however, . . .


	Why Do It?
	Since no two books or no two experiences are alike, thinking about differences in addition to similarities helps us go beyond initial surface connections to think more analytically when making comparisons.


	Model It
	Reading about the metamorphosis that happens when bees are just babies reminds me of the metamorphosis that happens with butterflies.  They both go through a lot of changes.  Both butterflies and bees go through a cocoon phase and change into something else.  One way they are different, however, is that the butterfly is first a living creature – a caterpillar.  But the bee cocoon happens before the bee is actually born . . .
Ask students to name a difference you described between the life cycle of a bee and a butterfly.  What similarities did you describe?


	Try It
	Turn and talk:  Have students tell a partner why it’s good to write about differences in addition to similarities when making connections, followed by a brief, whole-class share.
Strategy entry: In the strategy section of their reader’s notebook, students write “Similar and Different” at top of the page.  Direct students to particular pages of the shared text and have them write about any kind of connection you have talked about (personal, book, movie, or world), but to be aware of describing differences as well as similarities.  Remind students they can use the phrase One way they are different, however, . . . to make that transition.  For more scaffolding, have students look independently at the shared text for a few minutes and then tell a partner what connection they will write about. 


	Share It
	In pairs or small groups, students share what they wrote.  Then two students, previously chosen, read their entries in a whole-class share.



Sample lesson from Readers Writing:  Lessons for Responding to Narrative and Informational Text, Elizabeth Hale, 2014, p. 85
