August, 2016


	Grade 4
Unit Overview
Raising the Level of Personal Narrative Writing

	Focus Teaching Points
	· Reviewing and establishing routines, habits and expectations for WW

· Generating entries using a repertoire of familiar and new strategies

· Drawing from authors as mentors

· Choosing a seed to draft that holds strong meaning

· Using timelines to rehearse for writing

· Turning yesterday’s revision strategies into today’s common practice when you generate entries and write your first draft

· Developing the internal story

· Using a variety of actions, thoughts and dialogue

· Choosing a draft to publish

· Editing with conventions in mind

	Key CCSS Standards
	Writing Standards (W)
·  3, 3a-d, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 10
Language Standards (L)

· 1,1a-I, 2, 2a-g, 3, 3a-b, 4, 4a-d, 5, 5a-c, 6

	Bends in the Road
	· Generate narrative writing and recall what you know
· Select a first seed idea and take a piece through the writing process

· Transference and application: go through the writing process again with greater independence

	Recommended Professional Resource(s) to Guide Instruction
	· “Raising the Level of Personal Narrative Writing” from If. . . Then. . .Curriculum: Assessment Based Instruction, Grade 4 by Lucy Calkins (2013). 
· Online resources at Heinemann.com. A variety of resources to accompany this and the other Grade 4 Units of Study for Teaching Writing are available online through Heinemann.  To access and download this information, you will first need to set up a free account.  Once you have a Heinemann account, use the following code to access the Writing Resources: WUOS_GR4.  The first time you use the code, you will be prompted to provide information from the spiral-bound teaching resources from the kit to prove that you have a copy of the Units of Study. 


	Recommended Anchor/Mentor Texts
	· Fireflies!  by Julie Brinkloe
· Marshfield Dreams by Ralph Fletcher, particularly “Eating the World” or “Statue”
· “Mr. Entwhistle,” from Jean Little’s Hey World, Here I Am!

· Those Shoes by Maribeth Boelts
· “Everything Will Be Okay,” by James Howe from Amy Erlich’s When I Was Your Age: Original Stories About Growing Up

· “Eleven,” by Sandra Cisneros
· Strong to the Hoop by John Coy
Some of these titles will be familiar to students from prior grades, which will allow you to incorporate these easily into your teaching of writing craft.

	Tips for the Unit
	· Although The Arc of Story: Writing Realistic Fiction is designed to launch the year, you may feel that your children aren’t quite ready to do that work.  Instead, you may want to start the year with this unit—a condensed unit that engages children in the process of writing personal narratives—from generating ideas in a notebook to drafting, revising and editing two complete stories.  Whichever you choose, be sure to start right away. This is the time to set expectations and routines for writing in your classroom.
· The amount of time you spend on this unit and the focus of the unit will depend upon the needs of your students. Start by conducting and analyzing a baseline writing assessment: http://ppsgrade4.weebly.com/assessment2.html.  Then decide what makes the most sense for the children in front of you this year.  Keep in mind that while this unit focuses on writing personal narratives, you will still continue to teach the process and craft of narrative writing as you move into the next unit.

· Use this time to build a sense of excitement and ownership for the writer’s notebooks.  Personalize them and model your own.  

· One important goal of this stage is to help students internalize the process of generating and trying out ideas, but be careful not to linger in this stage for more than a few days.  Start with strategies children already know and then teach a few fresh strategies that will help students tap into meaningful stories from their lives.  

· Each day students should be listing and then “writing longer” off of selected ideas in their notebooks. After just a few days students should have multiple entries from which to select a seed to draft.

· Before students begin drafting, you may want to ask each student to identify and share their topic before giving the “go ahead.” Since students will learn many strategies when drafting this first story, it is important to know that they have selected a seed idea that is rich enough with which to work.
· When it is time to draft one of the ideas, remember that drafting takes place outside of the notebook on draft paper. The ideas in the notebook are not full stories, but parts of stories that are fully developed, depending on the teaching and learning focus.  Encourage students to capture important scenes and then move on to a new story idea to try the same writing technique.  This is teaching the writer, rather than the writing.  During the revision/editing phases of the unit, students will improve a particular piece of writing more thoroughly.   

· The lessons you teach now about using the writer’s notebook, drafting, revising and editing set the stage for the rest of the year.  Your goal is not only to help students’ improve the craft of their narrative writing, but to learn how to navigate the process of writing with purpose and independence.

	Materials and Resources
	Each student: 

· Writer’s Notebook (preferably hard bound composition book that students personalize) divided into sections, such as: Writing Ideas (e.g. lists for generating seed ideas); Try It! (for minilesson exercises), Writing (this section can be labeled by genre or unit to house all entries students write in a particular unit and from which students can select ideas to draft longer outside of the notebook)
· Writing folder for drafts and any reference materials (e.g. high frequency words)

Teacher:

· Writer’s Notebook for modeling

· Teacher-generated writing for modeling

Anchor charts, co-constructed with students, that support brainstorming, generating seed ideas, revision and editing strategies

	Assessment
	· Baseline Narrative Writing prompt:
http://ppsgrade4.weebly.com/assessment1.html
· You will also find narrative writing learning progressions, anchor papers, checklists and rubrics at the following link: http://ppsgrade4.weebly.com/narrative.html

	Celebrations
	There are many ways for students to publish and share their writing.  The format is less important than the simple act of sharing with an authentic audience. One idea is to display narratives on tables throughout the room.  Children circulate and add comments to loose-leaf paper left alongside their peers’ writing.  You can also post the narratives or organize them in an anthology for the classroom library. You may also consider having a few students share stories with the entire class and then divide the remainder off to small groups for sharing in a more intimate setting.  Whatever you choose, remember you are setting the stage for the future. It’s important that students know that their writing will be read and appreciated by others!



