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	Grade 4
Unit Overview
Writing About Reading: Using Writing as a Tool to Develop Thinking

	Focus Teaching Points
	In order to develop thinking, to hold onto ideas discussed with others, and to prepare for conversations with others, readers spend time:
· Writing about connections to texts
· Writing about “wonderings”
· Writing to understand words across contexts
· Writing to think about a character or topic from different angles
· Writing to explain your thinking after offering an idea

	Key CCSS Standards
	Reading Standards for Literature (RL)
· 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 9, 10
Reading Standards for Information (RI)
· 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10
Reading Standards: Foundational Skills (RF)
· 3, 3a-3f, 4, 4a-4c
Speaking and Listening Standards (SL)
· 1, 1a-d, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6
Language Standards (L)
· 1, 3, 4, 5, 6
Writing Standards (W)

· 9, 10

	Bends in the Road
	· Writing to develop ideas about nonfiction
· Writing to develop ideas about fiction

	Recommended Professional Resource(s) to Guide Instruction
	· Literacy Coach Connect website : The lessons on this website can be used as the minilesson only.  After teaching all the components of the lessons, you would then send the children off to independent reading, inviting them to try the strategy in their own reading response.  During the end-of-workshop share, students can share any written responses they added to their Reader’s Notebook. 

	Tips for the Unit
	· The purpose of this unit is to remind students what they know about using writing as a tool for developing thinking about text.
· This is a mini-unit. It should last between 6 – 10 days.  Its purpose is to remind students of all they know already about sharing their thinking on the page, in order to build upon this foundation more effectively during the next units on narrative and informational text.  The purpose is NOT to teach everything there is to teach about written response to reading.  You will do that throughout the reading and writing units of study across the year.
· During this unit, students should still be reading and talking about the books they are reading (both fiction and nonfiction) as they were in the launching unit.  During this time, you will also include more frequent opportunities for students to write longer in response to reading. Each day students should select a type of written response to add to the independent section of their notebooks, based on the lessons you have taught about written response to reading.
· You will want to emphasize that readers can write to develop their thinking about their reading. You will also want to emphasize the authentic reasons for writing about reading: readers write to develop their thinking, to hold onto ideas discussed with others (minilessons, partnerships), AND to prepare for conversations with others.  You will want to have students write for both of these purposes throughout this mini-unit by sometimes having them write prior to partnership conversations and at other times, after the partnership or minilesson conversations. 
· There are two ways to address the Bends in the Road during this mini-unit. 
·  You could spend the first 3 – 5 days focusing on nonfiction text and the next 3 – 5 days focusing on fiction text.
· You could alternate days with fiction and nonfiction text, teaching a lesson with fiction text the first day, then teaching a similarly focused lesson with nonfiction text the second day.  The “Bends” would be parallel in this case.
· Included on the Teaching Resources page of this unit, you will find some anchor lessons.  Use these as a guide to develop your own lessons, based on what you see in your students’ work.  Again, this is an opportunity to set some foundation expectations.  These lessons are similar to those students had in grade 3. 
· This would be an excellent time to borrow some anchor charts from grade 3 that reflect student learning about written response to reading.  You will find some sample grade 3 anchor charts on the Teaching Resources page of this unit. The power in borrowing the anchor charts from your building colleagues is in your students’ recognition of a resource from their own prior learning.
· By now, students should be annotating while reading both print and digital texts.  Students can use sticky notes while reading digital texts on Storia.com.
· Finally, if you have not already started your students blogging, this is the time to do so.  We suggest that you begin with teaching students to respond to a read aloud, in order to set expectations for response. 

	Classroom Library
	· Both the classroom and digital libraries should have a variety of texts that meet students interests and reading levels in a variety of genres.

	Materials and Resources
	· Read-alouds that inspire rich conversations (short stories, the read-aloud selection from the Launching unit, short nonfiction articles)
· A Reader’s Notebook organized by sections (one for the teacher to demonstrate and one for each student):
· Reading Log, Try It!  for exercises from minilessons, Independent Thinking for annotations and stop and jots, Longer Writing for longer responses to text, and Favorite Lines for those memorable phrases, lines, and quotes from favorite books 
                                  OR
· Reading Log, Strategy Entries for exercises from minilessons, Independent Entries for annotations, stop and jots, longer written responses, and Favorite Lines for those memorable phrases, lines, and quotes from favorite books 
· Charts related to written responses to reading, from grade 3 and new ones you create with your students
· Active literacy anchor charts 
· Thinking and talking strategy bookmarks 

	Assessment
	· Students’ Reader’s Notebook entries from the Launching Unit
· Daily entries during the unit in Reader’s Notebooks

	Celebrations
	Because this is a mini-unit, you will want to take some time to reflect and celebrate work on this topic, but keep it brief.  You could take share time of the last reading workshop before launching the Character unit to have students reflect on their work about written response to reading.  
· Readers can look at their notebook entries to identify new work they are doing in their written response to reading and to set a goal for the upcoming unit, related to writing about reading.
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