Nonfiction Text

On the Other Hand
	Name It
	Thinking about a concept or information from different angles.
Sentence stem: On the other hand . . .


	Why Do It?
	Thinking about information from different perspectives helps you synthesize different facts and points of view you have gathered about a particular topic; encourages readers to revisit the text to confirm information.


	Model It
	Collecting honey seems like an easy thing to start doing yourself.  You’re using a process that is hundreds of years old and really not too much different than how they made honey in the old days.  You can even buy hives already made.  Plus it is the bees that do all the work!  On the other hand, you have to know a lot about bees in order to do a good job as a beekeeper.  You also have to have that machine called an extractor, which does not look cheap.  Also, when I went back to look at A Beekeeper’s Yearbook it mentioned lots of jobs the beekeeper has like inspecting the hive, checking to see how the queen bee is doing, and seeing whether they need to add things called supers, which look like boxes that the frames are kept in.
Ask students to name what opposing ideas you argued using the phrase On the other hand . . .


	Try It
	Turn and talk:  Have students tell a partner what words you can use to analyze information from different angles, followed by a brief, whole-class share.
Strategy entry: Have students turn to the next blank page in their notebooks and, at the top, write “On the Other Hand.”  On the document camera or chart paper, write a general statement or opinion related to the read-aloud, such as The queen bee is the most important bee in the hive, which students copy down in their notebook.  Tell students to write a strategy entry in which they first write sentences that support the statement.  Then they should use the phrase On the other hand . . . to shift their point of view and argue against their original idea.   Encourage students to use their shared text to look for information that supports both sides.
For more scaffolding, have students record the same first sentence.  Then create a T-chart on the board with one side labeled “For” and the other side labeled “Against.”  Ask students to take out their shared text and talk in pairs about facts that support the idea that the queen bee is the most important bee.  Have a brief, whole-class share and record two to four ideas in the T-chart.  Then have students talk in pairs about the other side of this argument.  What information can they give to argue why the queen is not the most important bee?  Have another whole-class share and record ideas.  Then direct students back to their reader’s notebooks to write a strategy entry.  Remind them to first write in support of the statement they already wrote and then to use the sentence stem On the other hand . . . to write from a different point of view.

	Share It
	All students share their entry with a partner.  Then two students, previously chosen, read their entries to the class.  Classmates comment on where each student used the strategy taught.


Sample lesson from Readers Writing:  Lessons for Responding to Narrative and Informational Text, Elizabeth Hale, 2014, p. 99
