Narrative Text

Back to the Book
	Name It
	Bringing a personal connection back to the book you are reading.


	Why Do It?
	Sometimes a personal connection can turn into a memoir, or a book connection can become a retelling of that book.  The purpose of reader’s notebooks is to deepen thinking about literature, so you need to find your way back to the focus of this entry: the book.


	Model It
	This strategy uses “before and after” modeling.  You can show the “before” modeling first, before telling students what the lesson is about to see whether they can identify what is “not quite right” with this entry.

Before Modeling

The way Bryce likes to play his harmonica reminds me of when I was that age.  I loved playing the piano.  I loved feeling the cool keys under my fingers.  I loved how calm I felt after I played for a little while.  The sound of the piano made my mom happy.  Sometimes I played the piano for my mom when she was doing her chores to entertain her.  One time when I was playing the piano for my mom . . .
Ask students to turn and talk about why this might not be the best entry for a reader’s notebook followed by a brief, whole-class share.  Then introduce the concept of “getting back to the book” when you are writing about a personal connection and why it is important.  Erase this version and write another version, with the same first sentence, that connects back to the book:
After Modeling

The way Bryce likes to play his harmonica reminds me of when I was that age.  I loved playing the piano.  I loved feeling the cool keys under my fingers.  I loved how calm I felt after I played for a little while.  The sound of the piano made me happy.  Even though Bryce plays a different instrument than I did, it seems like he uses it to make other people and himself feel good like I did.  Maybe it’s his way of trying to make his and his sister’s lives a bit more cheerful . . .
Ask students where you started to get back to the book after making a personal connection.



	Try It
	Turn and talk:  Have students tell a partner why it’s important to connect back to the book when writing about personal connections, followed by a brief, whole-class share.
Strategy entry: Students open the strategy section of their reader’s notebooks and write “Back to the Book” at the top of the next blank page.  Ask them to write about the most recent chapter of the read-aloud and see whether they can write about a personal connection and then make a point to connect it back to the text.

	Share It
	All students share their entry with a partner.  Then two students, previously chosen, read their entry to the class.  Classmates comment on where each student used the strategy taught.


Sample lesson from Readers Writing:  Lessons for Responding to Narrative and Informational Text, Elizabeth Hale, 2014, p. 28
