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 (
Grade 4 Mentor Texts:
Interpretation Text Sets
)




In order to teach students how to think about how books are connected by ideas (themes), we need to have both new and familiar texts available for teaching:

1) During the Read Aloud, select a new novel to read, such as:
· How Tia Lola Came to (Visit) Stay, Julia Alvarez
· Shiloh, Phyllis Reynolds Naylor
· Cassie Binegar (or a different title by Patricia MacLachlan such as Sarah Plain and Tall, Baby, Journey)

2) Choose two to three picture books that could also be interspersed periodically during the Read Aloud time.  Your choice of picture books would influence the theme(s) that could emerge across texts. It is suggested in the unit that you also select short nonfiction pieces and poems that relate to these themes.  The following picture books address themes related to growing up, fitting in, diversity, courage, and honor. 
· Baseball Saved Us, Ken Mochizuki
· Fly Away Home, Eve Bunting
· Mrs. Katz and Tush, Patricia Polacco
· Each Kindness, Jacqueline Woodson
· The Other Side, Jacqueline Woodson
· Grandfather’s Journey, Allen Say
· Tea with Milk, Allen Say
· Train to Somewhere, Eve Bunting
· Story of Ruby Bridges, Robert Coles

3) Make connections back to mentor texts used during previous Reading and Writing Units (i.e. from earlier in the year and previous years):
· Because of Winn-Dixie, Kate DiCamillo
· The Miraculous Journey of Edward Tulane, Kate DiCamillo
· Short texts such as “Stray” and “Papa’s Parrot” from Every Living Thing, Cynthia Rylant
· Picture books such as Chicken Sunday and Lightning in a Jar, Patricia Polacco


Interpretation Text Sets - Grade 4

MENTOR TEXTS

	Read Aloud Suggestions

	GR
LEVEL
	LEXILE
	TITLE
	AUTHOR
	BOOK TYPE
	PHOTO



	R
	740
	How Tia Lola Came to (Visit) Stay
Moving to Vermont after his parents split, Miguel has plenty to worry about! Tía Lola, his quirky, carismática, and maybe magical aunt makes his life even more unpredictable when she arrives from the Dominican Republic to help out his Mami. Like her stories for adults, Julia Alvarez’s first middle-grade book sparkles with magic as it illuminates a child’s experiences living in two cultures. –From the Trade Paperback edition
	Julia Alvarez
	chapter book
	

	R
	890
	Shiloh*
When he finds a lost beagle in the hills behind his West Virginia home, Marty tries to hide it from his family and the dog's real owner, a mean-spirited man known to shoot deer out of season and to mistreat his dogs.
	Phyllis Reynolds Naylor
	chapter book
	

	T
	700
	Cassie Binegar*
During her family's first summer in a weathered old house by the sea, Cassie learns to accept change and to find her own space.





	Patricia 
MacLachlan
	chapter book
	

	R
	560
	Sarah, Plain and Tall*
This Newbery Medal–winning book is the first of five books in Patricia MacLachlan's chapter book series about the Witting family. Set in the late nineteenth century and told from young Anna's point of view, Sarah, Plain and Tall tells the story of how Sarah Elisabeth Wheaton comes from Maine to the prairie to answer Papa's advertisement for a wife and mother. Before Sarah arrives, Anna and her younger brother Caleb wait and wonder. Will Sarah be nice? Will she sing? Will she stay?
This children's literature classic . . . explores themes of abandonment, loss and love.  —Amazon 
	Patricia MacLachlan
	chapter book
	

	T
	670
	Baby*
Baby refers to two characters in this beautifully written and moving novel-12-year-old Larkin's infant brother (who has died before the story begins) and Sophie, who is literally left in a basket in the driveway at Larkin's house. The girl's parents and Byrd, her grandmother, have been hiding their grief over their baby's death behind a wall of silence. Letting themselves love Sophie, even though they know her mother will eventually come back for her, helps them break through the barrier. When Sophie's mother does return, they are ready to mourn for the dead infant -and to give him a name. The final chapter, which takes place 10 years later, shows Sophie returning to the island for Byrd's funeral. A sense of peace and completion mark this occasion. With simple elegance, MacLachlan relates her tale about memory, love, loss, risk, and (most of all) about the power of language. –School Library Journal

	Patricia MacLachlan
	chapter book
	

	S
	630
	Journey*
When his mother abandons him when he is eleven, Journey goes to live with his grandparents, where he reconstructs family history with old pictures that help him understand why his mother left.
	Patricia MacLachlan
	chapter book
	





	Picture Book Suggestions



	GR
LEVEL
	LEXILE
	TITLE
	AUTHOR
	BOOK TYPE
	PHOTO

	O
	AD550
	Baseball Saved Us
After briefly describing the way his family was removed from their home and sent to an internment camp for Japanese Americans during World War II, the narrator, "Shorty," tells how baseball was used as a diversion from the dire situation in which the camp's inhabitants found themselves. After improvising a baseball diamond, uniforms, and equipment, they played games. In one of these contests, the usually weak-hitting Shorty catches a glimpse of one of the ever-present guards and channels his anger toward the man into his swing, resulting in a winning home run. After the war and his return home, he continues to play ball while at the same time being subjected to racial taunts, again refocusing his anger to produce positive results on the diamond. The sport plays a secondary role to the blatant racism depicted in this somber book. The paintings, scratchboard overlaid with oils, effectively reflect the tone of the story. –School Library Journal

	Ken Machizuki
	picture book
	

	M
	450
	Fly Away Home
A homeless boy who lives in an airport with his father, moving from terminal to terminal trying not to be noticed, is given hope when a trapped bird finally finds its freedom. 
	Eve Bunting
	picture book
	

	P
	530
	Mrs. Katz and Tush
In this special Passover story, Larnel Moore, a young African-American boy, and Mrs. Katz, an elderly Jewish woman, develop an unusual friendship through their mutual concern for an abandoned cat named Tush. Together they explore the common themes of suffering and triumph in each of their cultures.
	Patricia Palacco
	picture book
	

	
	AD640
	Each Kindness
When Ms. Albert teaches a lesson on kindness, Chloe realizes that she and her friends have been wrong in making fun of new student Maya's shabby clothes and refusing to play with her.
(This book can be used to teach PERSPECTIVE.)
	Jacqueline Woodson
	picture book
	

	Q
	AD300
	The Other Side
Clover has always wondered why a fence separates the black side of town from the white side. But this summer when Annie, a white girl from the other side, begins to sit on the fence, Clover grows more curious about the reason why the fence is there and about the daring girl who sits on it, rain or shine. And one day, feeling very brave, Clover approaches Annie. After all, why should a fence stand in the way of friendship? (The fence can be used to teach SYMBOLISM.)
	Jacqueline Woodson
	picture book
	

	P
	AD650
	Grandfather’s Journey
A Japanese-American man recounts his grandfather's journey to America, which he later undertakes himself, and the feelings of being torn by a love for two different countries. 

Through compelling reminiscences of his grandfather's life in America and Japan, Allen Say gives us a poignant account of his family's unique cross-cultural experience. Illustrated with memorable full-color paintings, this is Say's most personal and remarkable picture yet of the bridging of the two cultures.
	Allen Say
	picture book
	

	O
	AD450
	Tea With Milk
Masako grew up in America. She enjoyed pancakes, muffins, and tea with milk and sugar at her American friends' houses. After she graduates from high school, her family returns to Japan, where her freedom is restricted and she must learn Japanese culture. Can Masako be happy in Japan?
	Allen Say
	picture book
	[bookmark: _GoBack]

	Q
	440
	Train to Somewhere
Inspired by a little-known chapter of American history, this [story] imagines a journey on one of the many "Orphan Trains" that, between the mid-1850s and the late 1920s, brought children from New York City orphanages to adoptive families in the West. The narrator of this finely crafted, heart-wrenching story is Marianne, a plain girl secretly dreaming of being reunited with her own mother, who promised to return for Marianne after making a new life for them in the West. Bunting ably weaves the girl's hopes and anxieties into her perceptive account of how each of Marianne's 13 companions is chosen for adoption at the various train stations while she futilely searches the crowd for her mother. Finally only Marianne remains. In the tale's optimistic ending, Marianne finds a new family in Somewhere, Iowa, the train's last stop. Here an elderly couple, who clearly had planned on adopting a boy, take Marianne in, with ultimately comforting, resonant words: "Sometimes what you get turns out to be better than what you wanted in the first place." –Publishers Weekly
	Eve Bunting
	picture book
	

	O
	AD730
	The Story of Ruby Bridges
This beautiful picture book, illustrated by Coretta Scott King Award-illustrator George Ford, and written by Pulitzer Prize-winning author Robert Coles, tells the true story of six-year-old Ruby Bridges. In 1960, Ruby, a young African-American girl, entered a whites-only school in New Orleans. Even though she had to pass through crowds of angry protesters, Ruby bravely walked into the school. Every day for months, Ruby persevered. White parents pulled their children out of the school, and Ruby and her teacher were alone in the classroom. Still, Ruby and her family would not give in.

Both the text and the watercolor paintings of this book capture Ruby's incredible strength, the love of her family, and the turmoil of America in the early 1960s.
	Robert Coles
	picture book
	



	Familiar Mentor Texts from Previous Reading and Writing Units of Study

	LEVEL
	LEXILE
	TITLE
	AUTHOR
	BOOK TYPE
	PHOTO

	R
	610
	Because of Winn Dixie
Ten-year-old India Opal’s mother walked out on her seven years ago, and she's been asking about her ever since — so that she won't forget her mom. But when she moves to Florida, and befriends a lively stray dog, the canine helps her meet some unusual characters that teach her about love, life, and forgiveness.
	Kate DiCamillo
	chapter book
	

	U
	700
	The Miraculous Journey of Edward Tulane
Edward is dearly loved by a young girl named Abilene. One day he is lost over the side of a boat. His journey leads him to a older couple who dress him like a girl rabbit, a hobo and his dog, a young girl and her brother and, finally, to a doll shop. Along the way, Edward learns to love the people he encounters. He also learns that family members can be cruel to one another; that hobos have family that they love dearly and don't want to forget; that no matter how much you love someone, she may still die; and that no matter what happens in life, never give up on love. –School Library Journal
	Kate DiCamillo
	chapter book
	

	R
	870
	“Papa’s Parrot” and “Stray” from Every Living Thing
These two short stories designated for grade four, come from Rylant’s collection of “deeply moving short stories, all of which capture the moment when someone's life changes -- when an animal causes a human being to see things in a different way, and, perhaps, changes his life.” –Publishers Weekly
	Cynthia Rylant
	chapter book
	

	N
	650
	Chicken Sunday
Despite the differences in religion, sex, and race, Winston and Stewart Washington are young Patricia's best friends, and she considers their grandmother, Miss Eula, a surrogate since her own ``babushka'' died. On Sundays, she often attends Baptist services with her friends, and Miss Eula fixes a sumptuous fried chicken dinner with all the trimmings, after stopping to admire the hats in Mr. Kodinski's shop. The youngsters hope to buy her one, but when they approach the merchant looking for work, he mistakenly accuses them of pelting his shop with eggs. To prove their innocence, the children hand-dye eggs in the folk-art style that Patricia's grandmother had taught her and present them to the milliner, who gratefully accepts them as token of his life in Russia and repays the children with the gift of the hat for Miss Eula. –School Library Journal
	Patricia Polacco
	picture book
	

	M
	540
	When Lightning Comes in a Jar
Illustrator-author Patricia Polacco returns to Norman Rockwell-era Michigan for another autobiographical meditation, this time on the importance of passing "the lightning of our stories and our heritage into the jars of our children's minds." --Amazon

	Patricia
Polacco
	picture book
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	



*Indicates books already purchased by PPS. They can be found in your school’s book room.
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