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	Grade 4
Unit Overview
Reading Nonfiction, Reading the World

	Focus Teaching Points
	· Making connections between known information and new information
· Previewing texts by surveying parts of the text and activating prior knowledge

· Using text structure to determine importance
· Tackling tricky parts of nonfiction books by anticipating the challenges they pose
· Choosing the lens with which to read hybrid texts 

· Tackling tricky vocabulary through reading, note-taking and conversation

· Creating summaries of reading by including main ideas and key details stated in the reader’s own words
· Planning for a research project

· Synthesizing information across texts

· Reading various types of texts while researching

· Writing to grow research-based ideas

· Reading and rereading complex, technical passages to understand

· Teaching one another about our learning

· Comparing and contrasting across topics

· Deepening expertise about a topic by seeking out patterns and relationships 

· Igniting new inquiries as we read and research across topics 

· Setting our own agendas as we read

· Becoming experts by evaluating the credibility and trustworthiness of sources
· Reading nonfiction closely to consider the author’s purpose

· Analyzing craft in nonfiction

· Celebrating 

	Key CCSS Standards
	Reading Standards for Information (RI)

· 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 9, 10

Reading Standards: Foundational Skills (RF)

· 3, 3a-3f, 4, 4a-4c

Speaking and Listening Standards (SL)

· 1, 1a-d, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6
Language Standards (L)

· 1, 3, 4, 5, 6

	Recommended Professional Resource(s) to Guide Instruction
	· Reading the Weather: Reading the World by Lucy Calkins and Kathleen Tolan from Units of Study for Teaching Reading (2015)

· Online resources at heinemann.com 

	Bends in the Road
	· Learning from texts
· Launching a whole-class research project
· Tackling a second research project with more agency and power

	Recommended Anchor/Mentor Texts
	· Everything Weather by Kathy Furgang is the selected demonstration text for this unit.  No matter how you decide to teach this unit— using the topic the unit suggests or teaching within the context of grade 4 science content-- this text can work well for the introduction to the unit in Bend I.
· In Bend II your class will embark on a whole-class research project.  Everything Weather will support research teams in the study of extreme weather and natural disasters. If you choose an alternate topic of study that aligns with your science standards (e.g. renewable and nonrenewable energy), we recommend selecting an alternate mentor text that will support your teaching in Bend II. 

	Tips for the Unit
	· Before embarking on this unit, you have some important decisions to make about how you will teach this unit. The unit, as written, is intended to address the “Reading for Information” literacy standards from the Massachusetts Framework, using an engaging topic. The authors of the Units of Study selected extreme weather and natural disasters because these topics are a) highly engaging; b) represent topics with which students already have some background knowledge; c) pose challenges to society that are not easily solvable—demanding that children weigh ideas and solutions; and c) have texts at a wide range of reading levels available for students to read independently.  These topics, however, are not aligned with grade 4 science standards.  So, here are some options to consider when deciding the best approach for teaching this unit:
· Option A: Teach this unit as it is written, with the knowledge that you will not be “double-dipping” with science content, but you will be engaging your students in a rich and meaningful nonfiction reading unit with many resources already vetted and available for you on heinemann.com. 
· Option B: Teach the sessions as they are written but with a different set of texts and topics that align with your science standards, allowing you to make this unit truly interdisciplinary.  The topics of renewable and nonrenewable energy align well with this unit as students move into researching topics and issues that pose challenging questions for society. If you choose this option, check out “A Guide to Adapting the Unit” under this unit on heinemann.com, just above the Assessment section. 
There are pros and cons to both options and we are happy to help you decide on the best approach for you. 
· To prepare for the unit, we highly recommend reading the Orientation to the Unit on pages vi-xviii.  This overview includes a brief summary of each bend and provides a trajectory of the entire unit.

· Check out the Recommended Book List under this unit on heinemann.com. These are books that may be available from the local library.  We also recommend creating collections on Storia that students can access for research.  There are many books on Storia that relate to the topics children are investigating.  
· Bend I begins with children reading nonfiction on topics and books of their choice with the purpose of helping children become more strategic in reading increasingly complex nonfiction texts.  Pay particular attention to Session 7, “Summary Boot Camp,” which supports children in creating summaries that include main ideas and details.  
· Bend II begins a whole-class investigation, with the class studying an aspect of the topic together through mentor texts and demonstration lessons. During this bend, research groups work together to study aspects of the topic, in this case, extreme weather (or your alternate science topic you choose). For students who may need more scaffolding for this first cycle of research, you may have them continue with the sub-topic used for demonstration.
· As children engage in research about topics with the aim to become “experts,” remember that the real goal is not that they develop expertise about the content, but that they learn to conduct research well— how to get ready, make a plan, figure out categories and questions, take notes, synthesize information across texts and prepare to teach others.  For this reason, Bend II should be relatively quick-paced so that in Bend III children can go through the research cycle again, but this time with a new sub-topic.  

	Assessment
	· We encourage you to conduct the pre- and post-assessments for this unit.  The pre-assessment can be found on heinemann.com within the resources for the unit and can be used as a baseline to assess progress. 
· You might also decide to use some or all aspects of the Teacher’s College Performance Assessment (used in earlier years) during or after this unit.  This performance assessment mirrors the kind of assessment our students have experienced on PARCC and may reflect what we might see on future assessments.  See the information at our Assessment link for this unit. 

	Celebration
	· Students’ final projects can take a variety of forms, but consider this celebration an opportunity for your students to aim to inspire others to action.  Since your students will have engaged in real-life topics that demand solutions from society, you will find that your students are eager to use their voices to share ideas.
· Check out Session 21 for suggestions such as persuasive letters, editorials or speeches.  You may also decide to connect the final culmination of this unit to an opportunity to practice the speaking and listening skills addressed through PVLEGS.  See our website for helpful links: PVLEGS 



