Narrative Text

Giving Evidence to Support Analysis

You will want to teach students specific ways to give evidence to support their analytical thinking and writing.  Elizabeth Hale suggests the following ways:  
· Explaining one’s thinking after offering an idea (“I think this because . . .” or “One reason I think this is . . .”); see example below
· Giving an example from the story to support an idea or theory using the words One time . . .
· Giving an example from the story to support an idea or theory using the words For 

example . . . 
· Quoting what a character says in the book
I Think This Because . . .
	Name It
	Explaining your thinking after you offer an idea.
Sentence stems: I think this because . . . ; One reason I think this is . . .

	Why Do It?
	Helps you get beyond just listing ideas to offering evidence that backs up your ideas.


	Model It
	(Edward Tulane, end of ch. 11) I wonder if Edward will meet someone who helps him know, for sure, what love is.  I think he may.  I think this because at first, he had Abilene, who loved him, but he didn’t know what love was.  Then Nellie and Lawrence taught him a little more about love.  Now he misses all three of them, and he’s starting to notice his feelings more.  
Ask students where you used I think this because . . . to give evidence to support your ideas.


	Try It
	Turn and talk:  Have students tell a partner what words you can use to offer evidence for an idea, followed by a brief, whole-class share.
Strategy entry: Students open the strategy section of their reader’s notebooks and write “I Think This Because . . .” or “One Reason I Think This Is . . .” at the top of the next blank page.  Then give a prompt that directs students to write about a particular part of the read-aloud.  With Edward Tulane, for example, you can have students write about whether or not Bull and Lucy might help Edward learn more about love (or feeling emotions) and see whether they can use either I think this because . . . or One reason I think this is . . . to offer evidence for their ideas.
For more scaffolding, have students talk out their ideas and why they think this before they start their strategy entry.

	Share It
	All students share their entry with a partner.  Then two students, previously chosen, read their entry to the class.  Classmates comment on where each student used the strategy taught.


Sample lesson (with adaptations) from Readers Writing:  Lessons for Responding to Narrative and Informational Text, Elizabeth Hale, 2014, p. 47
