Grade 4, Unit Of Study 4

The Literary Essay: Writing About Fiction

SESSION 4 HOMEWORK

Crafting Theses Quickly
Using a Template

Think of a fairy tale you know well. For now, let’s take “Little Red Riding Hood.” Quickly write the story line. Remember that it helps to think of the main character, what he or she wants, what gets in the way, how this is resolved.

Now think, “What might this story really be about?” or “What life lessons does the character learn?” For “Little Red Riding Hood,” you might write, “The story is really a reminder that evil lurks along our pathways, and we need to be less naïve, more suspicious.”

Tonight try using this template to produce an instant thesis about a fairy tale you have in mind: “Some people think (the fairy tale you’ve chosen) is a story about (story line), but I think it is also a story about (life lesson the character learns).” For example, my Little Red Riding Hood thesis might be “Some people think “Little Red Riding Hood” is the story of a girl, dressed in a red hood, who wants to give cookies to her grandma but instead is nearly eaten by a wolf. I think, however, this is also a story of a girl who goes into the woods thinking she knows more than her mother, and nearly dies as a result.
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