October 2016

	Grade 4
Unit Overview
Boxes and Bullets: Personal and Persuasive Essays

	Focus Teaching Points
	· Using an essay frame to structure essay writing
· Growing ideas for essays
· Using elaboration prompts to grow ideas
· Mining entries to develop fully formed ideas and thesis statements
· Framing essays by developing different types of reasons
· Using different types of evidence to support ideas
· Using mini-stories to support ideas
· Using lists to support ideas; making item lists parallel 
· Ensuring evidence supports thesis statements and is varied
· Sequencing information logically with transition words and repeated phrases
· Being independent problem solvers in our writing
· Writing introductions and conclusions
· Using a checklist to self-assess
· Correcting run-ons and sentence fragments
· Shifting from personal essays to persuasive opinions
· Transferring knowledge from personal essays to persuasive essays
· Using evidence from a variety of sources to support essays
· Connecting evidence to reasons and thesis statements
· Editing our writing
· Sharing opinions with an audience

	Key CCSS Standards
	Writing Standards (W)
·  1, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 10
Language Standards (L)
· 1,1a-I, 2, 2a-g, 3, 3a-b, 4, 4a-d, 5, 5a-c, 6

	Bends in the Road
	· Writing to learn
· Raising the level of essay writing
· Shifting from personal to persuasive essays

	Recommended Professional Resource(s) to Guide Instruction
	
· Boxes and Bullets: Personal and Persuasive Essays from the Units of Study in Opinion, Information, and Narrative Writing

· Online resources at heinemann.com


	Recommended Anchor/Mentor Texts
	See the student writing samples available for this unit at heinemann.com 



	Tips for the Unit
	· It is well worth the time to begin the unit with the On-Demand Opinion Writing Assessment. Use the Opinion Writing Rubric to provide you with lenses for looking at your students’ writing and to help you decide which teaching points may need more emphasis early in the unit.  Later in the unit, you will want to look at your students’ notebook entries and essay drafts to inform your next steps with instruction.
· The unit begins with “essay structure boot camp”—a session quite different than the ones to follow, in which children write an essay using a simple thesis statement provided by the teacher (“I love ice cream.”). Using this basic thesis statement as a starting place, the session then aims to teach children how to use a boxes and bullets structure, supporting the thesis with reasons and examples.  During the whole group session, children develop reasons and evidence and then “write in the air” (orally draft) in preparation for writing a flash draft version of the entire essay during the independent practice.  This is the first of many essays that they will write during this unit—some as quick “flash drafts”—others that are drafted and revised over longer periods. 
· While the first session begins with a common thesis, you will find that most of the remainder of the unit is more typical of the process used with other types of writing—students will develop essays based on their own ideas.
· Early sessions in this unit aim to help children “free write” in their notebooks as a way to develop ideas and discover opinions.  After children spend time generating ideas, they will discover “territories” in their writing—topics that come up repeatedly in their notebooks that might fuel essays. This stage of “writing to think” is messy—the goal is not to teach a structure but to help children use thinking to discover what they have opinions about.   See page 29 for the chart: “Qualities of Good Freewriting.” 
· In Session 5 children are prompted to choose a seed for an essay (see Mid-Workshop Teaching Point on page 52).  
· In Session 6, children are prompted to write a flash-draft essay for homework.  If you opt not to assign the essay writing for homework, we recommend that you use a Writing Workshop block for this essay writing—finishing the essay in one sitting. 
· In Session 7, children return to a second “Boot Camp” as preparation for Bend II of the unit and again write a flash-draft essay as part of the independent practice.
· Bend II provides students with many sessions focused on the elaboration of ideas and supporting ideas with strong evidence. 
· Bend III shifts to persuasive writing. 
· Be sure to check out the new resources on heinemann.com to support your teaching of these sessions.

	Materials and Resources
	Each student: 
· Writer’s Notebook (preferably hard bound composition book that students personalize) divided into sections, such as: Writing Ideas (e.g. lists for generating seed ideas); Try Its (for minilesson exercises), Writing (this section can be labeled by genre or unit to house all entries students write in a particular unit and from which students can select ideas to draft longer outside of the notebook)
· Writing folder for drafts and any reference materials (e.g. high frequency words)

Teacher:
· Writer’s Notebook for modeling
· Teacher-generated writing for modeling

· Anchor charts, co-constructed with students, that support brainstorming, generating seed ideas, revision and editing strategies; anchor charts from grade 3 focusing on essay writing

	Assessment
	· Opinion Writing Prompt and Assessment Materials

	Celebrations
	· This celebration can be a bigger deal, given the real-world audience students will have had in their minds as they wrote, revised, and edited to persuade.  Some possibilities for sharing students’ writing are:
· Creating a blog to post students’ writing
· Posting students’ writing near the places that are connected with the writing (an essay on recycling posted on the wall in each classroom above the recycling bin, an essay against bullying read to the cafeteria for all lunch shifts one day, an essay on the importance of print books in a digital world hung in the library, etc.)
· Filming essays as speeches
· Creating podcasts
· See Session 21 (page 196) for more specific ideas!



	
