Narrative Text

Analyzing A Character
	Name It
	Thinking about a character from different angles; zooming in on a character and spending time thinking about just that character.



	Why Do It?
	People and characters are complex.  Analyzing a character helps you better understand the different sides of a person.



	Model It
	Bryce (from Edward Tulane) is very caring and nurturing.  You can tell that by the way he takes care of his little sister.   He plays his harmonica for her and calls her honey.  He comforts her when she coughs by putting his hand on her back and talking to her in a soothing voice. Bryce is also very kind.  You can tell by the way he speaks to Edward when he found him, telling him that he would save him.  And he tried to take care of Edward after Sarah Ruth died.  He also was not rude to the people in Memphis who were rude to him, like the man with the hat.  Bryce could get very angry, like with his father when he tried to take Sarah Ruth after she died . . .
Ask students how you analyzed the character of Bryce.  What were the different things you described about him?



	Try It
	Turn and talk:  Have students tell a partner what it means to analyze a character, followed by a brief, whole-class share.

Strategy entry: Students open the strategy section of their reader’s notebooks and write “Analyzing a Character” at the top of the next blank page.  Then ask them to choose between two suggested characters and write about what this person is like from different angles.  With Edward Tulane, you might have students choose between the character of Abilene or Edward.


	Share It
	All students share their entry with a partner.  Then two students, previously chosen, read their entry to the class.  Classmates comment on where each student used the strategy taught.




Sample lesson (with adaptations) from Readers Writing:  Lessons for Responding to Narrative and Informational Text, Elizabeth Hale, 2014, p. 38

