Focus teaching points from Calkins’ Curricular Plans for the Reading Workshop

Character Study
	Grade 1
	Grade 2
	Grade 3
	Grade 4
	Grade 5

	Understanding Characters in Books  (Readers Meet the Characters in Our Books)

· Getting to know a character by noticing what she/he does

· Retelling the stories of what our characters do across our fingers

· Predicting next events by noticing what our characters tend to do

· Keeping track of characters’ actions using post-it notes (and using these post-its for retelling)

· Sharing our thoughts about our books with reading partners

· Noticing our character’s actions, words and feelings to learn more about them

· Studying the cover and pictures of the book to learn more about a character

· Rereading and using word-solving tools to figure our tricky words and parts

· Noticing characters’ feelings and how feelings change across a book

· Using post-it notes to mark our thinking about characters to share with our reading partners

· Noticing when one character reminds us of another character that acts or feels the same way
· Showing our reading partners the actual parts in books that make us think something about a character
	Understanding Characters in Books (Characters Face Bigger Challenges – and So Do Readers)

· Getting to know characters by understanding their wants and problems

· Adding information about setting and the characters lives’ to what we know so far

· Making, confirming, and revising predictions

· Keeping track of characters’ actions using post-it notes (and using these post-its for retelling)

· Monitoring our reading; noticing confusing or unexpected parts

· Using text evidence to support our understanding of characters

· Noticing when characters out “out of character”

· Noticing characters’ feelings and how feelings change across a book

· Using post-it notes to organize our thinking about characters and prepare for partner conversations

· Talking with partners about characters to grow ideas 

· Thinking about the “big ideas” in our books

· Noticing how characters change over time

· Learning from characters and their stories
	Following Characters into Meaning: Envision, Predict, Synthesize and Infer

· Growing ideas and formulating theories about characters

· Walking in characters’ shoes (envisionment and prediction)

· Noticing and analyzing characters actions, thoughts and feelings 

· Inferring motivations and struggles of characters

· Noticing how, why and when characters change

· Noticing the role of secondary characters

· Comparing characters with each other and to ourselves

· Using information about characters to develop theories about the central message, lesson, or moral of the story.
	Following Characters into Meaning: Envision, Predict, Synthesize, Infer and Interpret

· Growing ideas and formulating theories about characters

· Drawing on our own lives to understand characters

· Walking in characters’ shoes (envisionment and prediction)

· Noticing and analyzing characters actions, thoughts and feelings
· Learning about a character from other characters 

· Inferring motivations and struggles of characters

· Noticing how, why and when characters change

· Organizing and categorizing Post-it notes

· Using information about characters to develop theories about the central message, lesson, or moral of the story

· Reading with a theory in mind
	Following Characters into Meaning: Synthesize, Infer and Interpret

· Growing ideas and formulating theories about characters

· Noticing and analyzing characters actions, thoughts and feelings
· Inferring motivations and struggles of characters

· Comparing characters with each other and to ourselves

· Sorting post-its to organize thoughts

· Reading and rethinking with a theory in mind

· Noticing repeated information and ideas that serve as a thread throughout a story 

· Growing deeper ideas through partner conversations
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